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by Teresa Hennessy  (material sourced from www.feats.org)
A CONDENSED HISTORY OF THE FEATS FESTIVAL

The FEATS Festival (Festival of European Anglophone Theatrical Societies) has long been a part of the amateur theatre calendar on mainland Europe for over twenty years.

The first ever FEATS festival was held in The Hague in 1976 and was hosted by The Anglo-American Theatre Group at de Schouwberg, Rotterdam; the second in 1978 (there was no festival in 1977) was hosted by the British American Theatrical Society of Antwerp.  The festival has come a long way since then with amateur theatre groups from every country in Europe wishing to take part.  This is a festival for amateur theatre practioners and the rules do in fact state that "No member of a participating group may be paid for taking part in FEATS".  However, groups composed wholly or partly of professional performers are not excluded under competition rules.

The maximum (and minimum) length of plays varies from year to year, and is decided by the hosting group. The organisers have to balance allowing longer plays, and thus giving more choice to the participating groups, against logistical considerations – for example, the costs in staffing and possibly licensing of keeping the venue open longer.  Most years, performances are limited to 45 minutes.

One of the most frequently asked questions is who can take part?  Well, any group that puts on productions in English and is based in Mainland Europe.  If a group has not taken part before, it is recommended that it applies to put on a production in the Fringe Festival which accompanies the main festival, and also sits in the audience for at least one main festival.  Immediately following the FEATS at which it has been present as part of the Fringe, in the audience, or both, the group should then send its application to perform to the following year's host group.  A new group to the Festival has an automatic right of entry for its first appearance and does not have to go through the annual selection procedure for that year.

As Teresa has mentioned before in articles about FEATS, many of our members ask why there are no groups from the UK taking part.  The reason is that there are a large number of amateur dramatic festivals in the UK, whereas there is only one (FEATS) in mainland Europe.  It doesn’t seem fair to allow UK groups yet another festival to enter, when groups in mainland Europe don’t have the same reciprocal possibilities, owing to distance and logistical considerations.  However, the winner of FEATS is usually invited to take part in the British All Winners Festival each year.
The running-order is determined by the organising committee of the current festival, taking into account the following criteria:

Length of productions – to control, as far as possible, the length of each evening's entertainment; technical requirements; type of piece – with the aim of ensuring a varied evening's entertainment and the groups' expressed preferences.  Any impression that certain groups are favoured in the running order by getting their requested "slots" as a matter of course is mistaken.
The previous year’s winners do not have automatic entry to the following festival.  Entry is by a rota system, in which groups having taken part in one year go to the end of the "queue" in the following year.

FEATS uses the NDFA marking system, but with one addition. The standard NDFA marking system is:

40 points for Acting
35 points for Production
15 points for Stage Presentation
10 points for O, E & A (Originality, Endeavour and Achievement)
Total: 100 marks

To these, FEATS has for many years added 10 points for Innovation, making a total of 110 points. From 2009, however, these additional points were dropped.

All FEATS adjudicators are theatrical professionals with considerable experience. They are drawn from the members of GODA, the Guild of Drama Adjudicators, membership of which is subject to a selection procedure.

DAW is honoured to have donated the award for best original script in the festival – DAW Verulam Award - and this is defined as one being used in an original production, which has had its first public performance within the previous two years or at the current FEATS.  It must have the director, set and interpretation that it had when first performed in public, although individual cast members can have changed since that first performance.
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